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DETAILED ACTION 

Receipt is acl<nowledged of Applicant's preliminary amendment filed on July 12, 

2006 

Claims 1-26 are presented for examination. 

Receipt is acknowledged of the IDS filed on July 12, 2010, December 12, 2006, 
and July 12, 2006 which have been considered and placed of record in the file. 

This application has been filed with formal drawings which are acceptable to the 
examiner. 

Priority 

Acknowledgment is made of applicant's claim for foreign priority based on an 
application filed in 10/585,765 on October 16, 2006. It is noted, however, that applicant 
has not filed a certified copy of the 10/585,765 application as required by 35 
U.S.C. 119(b). 

Claim Objections 

Claim 4 is objected to because of the following informalities: in line 3, the word 
"or" should have been "for. 

Claims 5 and 6 are objected to because of "open-loop controlled,closed loop 
controlled". The comma should have been substituted thereof with "or". Appropriate 
correction is required. 
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Drawings 

The disclosure is objected to because of tine following informalities: on page 9, 
fig. 8 should have rewritten to show that there are two figures 8a and 8b. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification slnall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

In re claim 1 , line 2, the phrases "if appropriate" and "such as" render the claim 
indefinite because it is unclear whether the limitations following the phrases are part of 
the claimed invention. See MPEP § 2173.05(d). Lines 4-5, "an air outflow vent, and 
having at least one air outflow vent" are double inclusions. 

In claim 3, the limitations of "the swirl of the at least one air stream" lacks proper 
antecedent basis. 

In claim 16, the preamble "the method of ..." is not consistent with the preamble 
of "A heating, ventilating or air-conditioning system" in claim 1 since claim 16 depends 
on claim 1 . For examination purpose, claim 16 is interpreted as depending on claim 15. 

In claim 20, the limitations of "the parameter value P2" lacks proper antecedent 
basis. For examination purpose, claim 20 depends on claim 19. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

Claims 1-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Hara et 
al. '4,949,624 (hereinafter Hara). 

In re claim 1, Hara discloses a heating, ventilating or air-conditioning system 
having a housing #20 in which, if appropriate, at least one heat exchanger such as a 
heating element #31 and/or vaporizer #30 is accommodated, for the purpose of 
conditioning the air, having a blower #28 with at least one air duct #23 for feeding 
preferably conditioned air to an air outflow vent #4, and having at least one air outflow 
vent #4 from which air streams out preferably into a passenger compartment #3 of a 
vehicle (Fig. 2, col. 4, line 36 to col. 5, line 32) the outflow characteristic of the air 
outflow vent being adjustable in a controllable fashion between a first characteristic with 
a scatter character and a second characteristic with a spot character (col. 5, diffusing, 
concentration, lines 34-64). 

In re claim 2, Hara discloses wherein the outflow characteristic can be varied by 
means of a settable swirl (Figs. 3A-3B, 4A, Table 1 , col. 8, lines 49-68). 
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In re claim 3, Hara discloses wherein the swirl of the at least one air stream can 
be set between a maximum value for the scatter characteristic and a minimum value for 
the spot characteristic (Figs. 3A-3b, 4A, Table 1 , col. 8, lines 49-68). 

In re claim 4, Hara discloses that the outflow characteristic can be set for open- 
loop controlled or closed-loop controlled as a function of at least one parameter and/or 
at least one operating state (Fig. 4A). 

In re claim 5, Hara discloses that the outflow characteristic can be open-looped 
controlled or closed-loop controlled or set as a function of at least one parameter as a 
deviation from a setpoint value or as a difference from a setpoint value (col. 7, lines 10- 
15), Table 1). 

In re claim 6, Hara discloses characterized in that at the outflow characteristic 
can be open-loop controlled or closed-loop controlled or set as a function of a 
parameter field or characteristic diagram of a plurality of parameters (Fig. 4A) . 

In re claim 7, Hara discloses a parameter P is a variable of the passenger 
compartment temperature Tic (Fig. 4A). 

In re claim 8, Hara discloses that the outflow characteristic can be set to spot 
character when there is a first deviation of the actual value from a setpoint value (Fig. 
4A, step 1 1 6 Yes, #1 24, Table 1 ). 

In re claim 9, Hara discloses that the outflow characteristic can be set to scatter 
character when there is a second deviation of the actual value from a setpoint value 
(Fig. 4A, step 122 No, #126, Table 1). 
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In re claim 10, Hara discloses that the outflow characteristic can be set to an 
intermediate position between the spot character and scatter character for actual values 
between the first and second setpoint values (Fig. 4A, step 122 Yes, #128, Table 1). 

In re claim 1 1 , Hara discloses that in the case of the spot character the quantity 
of air which can flow out is maximized (Fig. 4A, Table 1 ). 

In re claim 12, Hara discloses that in the case of the scatter character the 
quantity of air which can flow out is reduced compared to the maximum value (Fig. 4A, 
Table 1). 

In re claim 13, Hara discloses that the at least one air outflow vent is a footwell 
air outflow vent, a ventilation air outflow vent, a defrosting air outflow vent or a side air 
outflow vent (Fig. 2, #4). 

In re claim 14, Hara discloses that the at least one air outflow vent is arranged in 
the trim areas or pillar areas of the passenger compartment of the vehicle (Fig. 2, #4). 

In re claims 15-26, under the principles of inherency, if a prior art device, in its 
normal and usual operation, would necessarily perform the method claimed, then the 
method claimed will be considered to be anticipated by the prior art device. When the 
prior art device is the same as a device described in the specification for carrying out 
the claimed method, it can be assumed the device will inherently perform the claimed 
process. In re King, 801 F.2cl 1324, 231 USPQ 136 (Fed. Cir. 1986). MPEP 21 12.02 

In re claims 19-20, Hara discloses the claim limitations in Fig. 4A. 

In re claim 25, Hara discloses the claim limitations in col. 9, lines 19-51 . 

In re claim 26, Hara discloses the claim limitations in Table 1. 
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Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Please see PTO-892. 

Any Inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to GEORGE NGUYEN whose telephone number is 
(571 )272-4491 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday -Friday from 8 AM- 
4 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Cheryl Tyler can be reached on 571-272-4834. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

George Nguyen 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3744 
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